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Let’s get ready for the 2021-2022 
school year! Can you believe that it’s 
time for eighth grade already?



Hello!
Nice to see you
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I have had the privilege of being your child’s 
school counselor since they arrived to NKMS. I 
am excited to assist them in their transition to 
high school!

Contact me at:

▪ nkms.newkentschools.org

▪ ktravers@nkcps.k12.va.us

▪ (804) 966 - 9655

Principal: Mrs. Kelley Gray

Assistant Principal: Mr. Frank Wheeler



Core Classes

*HS Credit:
Environmental 
Science, 
Algebra 1, and 
Geometry
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English 8
Or Advanced 

English 8

Civics & Economics

Physical Science Or 
Environmental 

Science 

Pre-Algebra, 
Algebra 1 Or 

Geometry

8th Grade Core
Classes
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GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8

Math 6 Math 7 Pre-Algebra

Math 6 Pre-Algebra Algebra I

Math 6 Accelerated Algebra I Geometry

Math Sequence
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Science Sequence

GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8
Science 6 Life Science 7 Physical Science 8

Life Science Physical Science 
Accelerated

*Environmental Science



Electives & 
PE 

*HS Credit:
World 
Languages, 
Algebra 1, and 
Geometry
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Health/PE
2 Year-Long Elective

&
2 Semester - Long 

Electives



8th Grade 
Elective 
Offerings

Semester Long Electives
Art 8 

Design, Multimedia, 
and Web Technology 

Technological Systems 
(STEM) 

Theater Arts 8 

Creative Writing

Year Long Electives
Lion Choir 

A Prideful Roar (Show 
Choir) 

Spanish Part B 

French Part B  

Drawing & Painting

Multimedia Journalism 

Yearbook

Academic Skills

*Advanced Theater 
Arts

*Intermediate Band

Year Long Electives
*Symphonic Band -
Students must have 
taken Intermediate 
Band)

*Vox Anima (audition)

*Advanced Art - 
Students must have 
successfully 
completed 
Intermediate Art. 

*Design, Multimedia, 
Web Technology: High 
school credit course
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Band
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Intermediate Band is made up of students who are in their second 
year of playing.  Intermediate Band students perform in both the 
winter and spring concerts.  They also have the opportunity to 
participate in District Band auditions, Area Band auditions, pep band 
events, Jazz Band, Tri-M, and Music in the Parks.

Symphonic Band
This class is designed for the more advanced student and prepares 
for High School Band. Develops technique and ensemble sound. 
Participation in concerts during the year is required. 



Choir
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Lion Choir will consist of both 7th and 8th graders.  We will sing a 
wide variety of music, and will focus on quality tone production, 
vowels, sight reading, and will be geared toward performances such 
as Music in the Parks, Veteran's Day Celebration, and seasonal 
choral concerts.

Vox Anima is the Varsity audition only group, made up of both 7th 
and 8th graders.  Students will perform more difficult music and will 
perform more often, at events such as the Grand Illumination, 
seasonal Choir concerts, singing the National Anthem at school 
sporting events, and competing at District Assessment to represent 
the New Kent Middle School Choirs.  Students in Vox Anima may 
also be expected to attend after school rehearsals to prepare for 
their expanded performance opportunities and more challenging 
music.  Students who are interested will be auditioning in May.

Show Choir: This class will focus on musical performances, show 
choir stage presence, and vocal jazz.  Students in this group should 
be comfortable with singing and dancing in front of their peers, and 
interested in solo opportunities. 



Theater
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Theater Arts 8: Students will practice expressing themselves 
through creative dramatics, improvisations and role playing. In 
addition, students will also explore various theater arts such as 
program design, set building, lighting and creating props. Students 
will participate in a school theater production.

Advanced Theater Arts is a year-long class for students interested 
in building stronger skills in Theatre production and have previously 
taken Theatre 6 or 7. Students must either audition (performance) or 
interview (tech) for a spot in this class. The curriculum is production 
based. In the fall the students will rehearse and perform the fall 
production and take the play to Virginia Theatre Association's 
Middle School competition. Students will also study Shakespeare 
History, Stanislavski Acting Method, Playwriting (Students write and 
direct original one-act plays), Stage Makeup, Stage Combat, Theatre 
Marketing, and Acting for the Camera. Students who are interested 
will complete an audition and an interview with Mrs. Salvant. 



Fine Arts
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Art 8 Students use a variety of media and techniques to explore their 
individual creativity and expression. Students will learn about a range of 
artists from art history as well as pertinent art vocabulary to create their 
own unique body of work and improve visual literacy skills.

Advanced Art This class is designed for individuals who have clearly 
demonstrated an interest and motivation for pursuing instruction in art. 
Students will continue to use the elements/principles of art and a variety 
of mediums, however, they will develop their portfolio in a more 
independent format and build critical thinking and analysis skills when 
looking at their work and the works of others. Students must receive a 
teacher recommendation from Ms. Florek after the successful 
completion of Intermediate Art.

Drawing & Painting Students will develop their observation and 
accuracy skills as they progress through a variety of classroom 
assignments such as still life drawings, perspective drawings, portraiture, 
figure drawing, and landscape paintings.  A wide range of drawing and 
painting media may be used: (such as graphite, charcoal, pastels, oil 
pastels, colored pencils, watercolor, acrylic, and tempera paint).  



Technology
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Design Multimedia Web Technology Students learn to design and create 
desktop-publishing projects, multimedia presentations, and simple Web sites. 
Projects are completed using computer application software Microsoft Word, 
Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft PowerPoint along with the Internet. 
Workplace Readiness Skills, Digital Responsibility, and Career Portfolios will 
also be a component of this course. 

● Semester: Basic introduction to these skills with a stronger focus on 
practicing skills using only Microsoft Word and PowerPoint.

● Yearlong:  Fast-paced course learning all the skills above in great detail 
and much time spent learning how to properly design projects and 
thoroughly use each of the software packages mentioned.  

Multimedia Journalism Students will focus on the process of collecting, writing, 
editing, and publishing print news.  Students may participate in a culminating 
activity of publishing a school newspaper or similar journalistic publication. 
Students will also have an opportunity to learn the craft of photography and 
digital editing. 
Technological Systems Students will explore technological systems through 
hands-on activities. The class will explore occupational areas for 
technology-oriented careers. In addition, students will learn about technological 
systems and their impact on humans. Topics included for discussion involve 
production, construction, and transportation with technological systems and 
improving life through biotechnology.



Creative 
Writing, 
Yearbook, & 
Academic 
Skills
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Creative Writing A course that explores different genres of writing, 
through both reading and writing, as well as the other necessary 
elements needed to improve writing and composition skills. This course 
is designed with the goal of inspiring students to develop original pieces 
and ideas. Through writing and thinking students will learn to become 
better readers, writers, and thinkers. The skills focused on in this course 
will help students in other courses as well, especially English. Writing 
genres covered are autobiographies, family storytelling, fairy tales, 
fantasies, short stories, and journals. 

Yearbook In this course, students will gain skills in one or more of the 
following areas: marketing, sales, page design, advanced publishing 
techniques, copywriting, editing and photography while producing a 
creative, innovative yearbook which records school memories and events. 
There is an emphasis on journalism skills in this class! Participants gain 
useful, real world skills in time management, marketing, teamwork, and 
design principles

Academic Skills The skills course will be for students to improve and 
build study habits, organizational skills and homework completion. 



Sample 
Schedule
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  1 2   3              4

A Day

B Day

English Elective P.E. Science

Elective Math Semester 
Elective

History
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Next Steps
Complete Course Selection Form

Lesson Will Be Posted For Reference

Mrs. Travers Will Begin Creating 21-22 
Schedules



Thank you for your time! Any Questions?
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